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NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 59 

It was found by Mr. Drexler abundantly on the beach at Cape Hope, on the 
southeast side of Hudson's Bay, having in all probability been washed out of 
a Pleistocene deposit. The specimens are in the Museum of the Smithsonian 
Institution, under the auspices of which Mr. D. visited that country. 

This is doubtless the shell figured as a Mj/a by E. Emmons, in the fourth 
volume of the " Natural History of New York, pi. i., fig. 9, as occurring in 
the Pleistocene of Lake Champlain. 

I have dedicated the species to the accomplished President of McGill College, 
Montreal, to whom we are indebted for so much of our knowledge of the Na- 
tural History and Geology of Canada, particularly that of its Pleistocene de- 
posits. 



Additions to the Nomenclature of North American LEPIDOPTEBA. 
BY AUG. R. GROTE. 

In offering these papers, the writer would refer to the difficulties experienced 
by the American student of Entomology in obtaining the knowledge of the 
descriptions of native species ; difficulties so well presented by Dr. T. W. 
Harris in his Catalogue of the Insects of Massachusetts. 

And it seems no more than probable that, laboring under these difficulties, 
the writer may redescribe already acknowledged species. Where this is 
brought to his notice, he will willingly and gladly acknowledge his synonyms, 
giving the priority to the rightful author. 

NOCTURE. 
Gen. Platypterix, Laspeyres. 
Antennas doubly pectinate in the male ; pectinations turned towards each 
other ; simple in the female. Palpi with three articles, of which the second 
is longest, the third short and pointed. Body slender, snorter than the wings. 
Wings broad, the anterior ones with a sickle-shaped outer margin, recurving 
at the tips. Posterior pair rounded. 

P. f abula, nov. sp. — Anterior wings dirty white. From the curved tip a 
dark brown line with paler margin follows the inclination of the wing to the 
hind margin. Emerging from this line, and between it and the outer margin 
of the wing, a wavy dark brown line goes down to the hind margin, joining 
it close to the outer edge of the wing. Between the base of the wing and the 
first named and broadest line, tht ee distinct, irregular, brown wavy lines cross 
the wing from the upper to the hind margin. The seeond and third from the 
base of the wing run close together and unite three times, forming two un- 
equal enclosed spaces up to about half of the wing, and then diverging, form 
an outline which bears a slight resemblance to the profile of a face. Two 
dark spots are enclosed in this, and a third and larger one is crossed by the 
third line near the centre of the wing. Outer margin dark brown, deepen- 
ing towards the tip. Posterior wings dirty white, with two dark dots near 
the upper edge, and crossed by several interrupted wavy lines, the one 
nearest tha outer margin continued. Body and thorax dirty white. Exp. 
If inch. 

A male, taken on Long Island, New York. 

Obs. This insect bears a resemblance in its markings to the European P. 
falcula; it differs, however, specifically from that species in its coloring 
as well as that the wavy lines on the anterior wings are not confluent, thus 
forming no enclosed spaces. 

P. genicula, nov. sp. — Anterior wings light ochre yellow. From the 
tip a curved dark brown line follows the inclination of the wings to the hind 
margin. Between this distinct line and the base of the wing three irregular 
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wavy lines cross the wing from the anterior edge to the hind margin ; the 
second and third from the base and the widest apart enclosing three dark 
brown spots, two larger and one smaller. Outer margin of the wing brown, 
deepening in color and widening toward the tip, which shows a slightly bluish 
shade. Posterior wings light ochre yellow, with two black dots near the upper 
edge, and crossed by several wavy and more or less interrupted lines. Outer 
margin light brown. Body and thorax light ochre yellow. Under surface 
of the wings of a lighter shade, and showing the spots on the anterior wings 
and two dots on each of the posterior wings. Exp. 1J inch. 

A male. Staten Island, N. Y. 

From the collection of Mr. E. L. Graef, Brooklyn, L. I. Closely allied to 
P. f a b u 1 a, but well distinguished by its ground color and divergence of the 
wavy lines on the anterior wings. 

P. formula, nov. sp. — Light roseate brown. Legs light orange on the 
inside. Anterior wings light roseate brown, with a broad light citron yellow 
band running from the tip to the hind margin of the wing, leaving a roseate 
brown space between it and the outer margin, deepening in color towards the 
inner angle of the curve. Two small white spots toward the anterior edge 
of the wing, between which and the base of the wing an irregular deeper 
shade-line runs down and is continued through the posterior wings to the 
inner margin and near the base of the wing. Posterior wings same color as 
anterior, with the citron yellow band enlarged to the whole outer margin of 
the wing, except a small space in the upper corner, two rows of minute dark 
spots, apparently continued from the upper wing, run through this band near 
the outer edge of the wing. Base of the wing roseate brown, with two small 
white spots outside of the continued dark shade-line running through both 
wings. Thorax and body roseate brown. Under surface of the wings lighter 
shaded, showing the small dark spots more apparent and lengthened on the 
anterior wings. Exp. 1£ inch. 

A female. New York. 

With the male of this species I am not acquainted. The peculiar curving 
of the anterior wings seem to warrant its disposition under the present genus. 
It has the general coloring of an autumn leaf. 



Synopsis of the Species of HOLCOSUS and AMEIVA, with Diagnoses of new 
West Indian and South American Colubridas. 

BY E. D. COPE. 

I. 
Holcosus Cope. 
Ventral shields large, in six longitudinal rows, without keels. Femoral 
pores present. Tail cylindrical, keels of the scales very strong. Two dermal 
gular folds. Frontal, fronto-parietal and parietal plates very numerous ; supra- 
orbitals forming an isolated disc. Tongue sheathed at the base. 

H. septemlineatus. 

Ameiva septemlineata Dumeril, Catal. Method. Collect. 1851, p. 114. 

Frontal plates four, occipitals five, succeeded by a transverse series of five 
other plates. Snpraoculars two. Median gular scales a little larger than those 
surrounding, smaller than those of the postgular fold. Heels without spinous 
tubercles. Bronze green, with seven longitudinal yellowish lines, one median, 
three upon each side. 

Hab. — Tropical America. 

H. sexscutatus. 

Ameiva sexscutata Gimther, Proc. Zool. Soc. Nov. 1859. 

An anterior nasal on each side ; an anterior frontal ; two posterior frontals 

[Feb. 



